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	The Three Branches of Government
The Judicial Branch

	
	· I can understand the processes of the judicial branch.  


[image: ]The judicial branch of government includes the Supreme Court, federal courts, and state courts. Article III of the U.S. Constitution outlines the court structure. The U.S. Supreme Court is the highest court in the nation. In most cases, the Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction, which means it has the power to review cases that have already been decided in lower courts. Sometimes the U.S. Supreme court has original jurisdiction, which means the Court has the power to hear a case first. For example, cases involving disagreements between two states would be first heard by the U.S. Supreme Court. U.S Supreme Court

Let’s look at the appellate process.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]There are thousands of requests for appeals to be heard by the Supreme Court each year. Fewer than 100 are likely to be accepted. Once the Supreme Court reviews an appeal, the Court decides whether or not to hear the case. The Court will issue a writ of certiorari if the Court decides to accept the case.
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Many cases that are accepted by the Supreme Court deal with constitutional questions. The Supreme Court has the power to review these questions because they have the power of judicial review. Judicial review is the power of the judicial branch to review the actions of the executive and legislative branches and determine whether or not they are unconstitutional (this includes laws passed by Congress). This power is not included in the U.S. Constitution, the U.S. Supreme Court case Marbury v. Madison established this power. U.S Supreme Court Justices

	This resource series was developed in partnership between the Lou Frey Institute, FL Joint Center for Citizenship & Orange County Public Schools, with generous funding from the Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation.
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The Appellate Process
of the Judicial Branch
The process of getting a case to

the Supreme Court can be a lengthy
st Erei e one, but tis possible for both federal
and state cases.

The Supreme Court only has
original Jurisdiction, or the power
to hear a case first when there s a

dispute between two states. The rest

of the time, the Supreme Court
reviews cases already decided in
lower courts. This happens when
one or more parties involved doesn't
‘agree with the judgement. This s
known as appellate Jurisdiction.
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