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SS.7.C.3.8 

 

Three Branches of Government 

The Branches of Government at Work: Primary Source Exploration 

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS 
 

  

Benchmark 
SS.7.C.3.8: Analyze the structure, functions, and processes of the legislative, executive, and 
judicial branches. 
  

Activity  
Students will analyze primary sources from the Civil Rights Movement and the Brown v. Board 
of Education Supreme Court decision. Students will need to decide which branch of government 
is at work in each image.  
 

Materials 

* The Branches of Government at Work Slideshow 

* Primary Source Images, printed and posted around the classroom 

* Graphic Organizer 

* Teacher Answer Key  
 

Instructions 
1. Use the Branches of Government at Work Slideshow to print the six primary source 

images and captions. Post the images at six different areas around the room. Next to the 
image, fold the caption in half and place it next to the image. Students will need to view 
the caption after they have analyzed the image.  

2. Provide students with the graphic organizers, either digitally or on paper. 
3. Place students into groups of 2 or 3 and move each group to one of the image stations 

around the classroom.  
4. Provide students 6-7 minutes to work at each station.  
5. Instruct students to work in their group to discuss and analyze the images together. Have 

students answer the questions on the graphic organizer. If needed, instruct students to 
annotate the picture before filling out the graphic organizer. At the end of each round, 
have students unfold and read the caption, so students can compare their predictions to 
the captions.  

6. Allow students time to correct their answers, if necessary. Especially, which branch of 
government is working in the picture. 

7. Instruct students to refold the caption. 
8. Have students rotate to the next station. 
9. Repeat steps 1-8, until all students have been to all 6 stations. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1M5Vtyk9q2j8JwtXv3g0xhL8obMLPcUgkdGuTEGQdlUk/edit?usp=sharing
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IMAGE #1 
 
 

 
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/ed/14/06/brown-60-milliken-40  

 
  

https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/ed/14/06/brown-60-milliken-40
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IMAGE #2 
 
 

 
https://unwritten-record.blogs.archives.gov/2017/08/30/60-years-on-the-little-rock-nine/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Eckford#/media/File:Little_Rock_Desegregation_1957.jpg 

 
  

https://unwritten-record.blogs.archives.gov/2017/08/30/60-years-on-the-little-rock-nine/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Eckford#/media/File:Little_Rock_Desegregation_1957.jpg
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IMAGE #3 
 
 

 
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/94505568/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/94505568/
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IMAGE #4 
 
 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discrimination#/media/File:Segregation_1938b.jpg 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discrimination#/media/File:Segregation_1938b.jpg
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IMAGE #5 
 

 
https://www.kshs.org/km/items/view/415  

https://www.kshs.org/km/items/view/415
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IMAGE #6 
 
 

 
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/m-3094  

http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/m-3094
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Name: _________________________ Date: _________________________ 

The Branches of Government at Work 
Directions: Look at each primary source image. Work with your group members to fill out the chart with as 
much detail as possible and then answer the questions.  

IMAGE #1 

People Objects Emotions Actions 

Which words or phrases are included in the image? Why are they significant? 

Which branch of the government is at work here? Explain your answer in complete sentences. 

IMAGE #2 

People Objects Emotions Actions 

What do you think is happening in this picture? 

Which branch of the government is at work here? Explain your answer in complete sentences. 

IMAGE #3 

People Objects Emotions Actions 

What do you think is happening in this picture? 

Which branch of the government is at work here? Explain your answer in complete sentences. 
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IMAGE #4 

People Objects Emotions Actions 

    
 
 
 
 

Which words or phrases are included in the image? Why are they significant? 
 

 
 
What do you think is happening in this picture? 
 
 
 

Which branch of the government is at work here? Explain your answer in complete sentences. 
 
 
 

 

IMAGE #5 
What type of primary source is this 
 

 
 
Which words or phrases are included in the image? Why are they significant? 

 

 

 
 

Which branch of the government is at work here? Explain your answer in complete sentences. 
 
 
 

 

IMAGE #6 

Objects Mood 

  
 
 

 

Which words or phrases are included in the image? Why are they significant? 
 

 
 
What do you think is happening in this picture? 
 
 
 

Which branch of the government is at work here? Explain your answer in complete sentences. 
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