Articles of Confederation — U.S. Constitution
Match Up Activity

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS

Benchmark
SS.7.C.1.5: Identify how the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation led to the writing of the
Constitution.

Activity

Students will use images and words chunks on cards to make connections about how the
weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation were fixed with the writing of the United States
Constitution.

Materials
* Matching cards — one set per student or pairs of students. Cards will need to be cut out
before the start of class.
* Graphic Organizer

Instructions

1. Pass out the graphic organizer, one per student.

2. Place students into pairs or have them work individually.

3. Explain to students that their task is to take their cards and place each one in the correct
spot on their graphic organizer. Have students consider the question - Is the card an
example of a weakness of the Articles of Confederation or a quote or image related to the
U.S. Constitution that shows how to fix the weakness? Once they have placed their cards,
be sure to check their answers. Then, have students create their own related image and
write an explanation of how their image relates to either the weakness in the Articles of
Confederation or the fix’ in the U.S. Constitution.

This resource series was developed in partnership between the Lou Frey Institute, FL Joint Center for Citizenship & Orange County Public Schools, with generous funding from the Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation.
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