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READING GUIDE #4

Reading: Constitutional Republic vs. Authoritarian & Totalitarian Nations

Benchmark Clarification 4: Students will explain how the application of checks and balances, consent of
the governed, democracy, due process of law, federalism, individual rights, limited government,
representative government, republicanism, rule of law and separation of powers distinguishes the United
States’ constitutional republic from authoritarian and totalitarian nations.

Reading Task Response

What ideas are presented in
the reading?

What is the central idea of
the reading?

Select two words or phrases
that support the central idea.

How might this reading
connect to your own
experience or something you
have seen, read, or learned
before?

Chose one row from the
chart. Write 3-4 sentences to
compare the three forms of
government for your chosen
topic/row.
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