
The Founding: From Colonies to the United States SS.7.CG.1.5
The Road to Independence
VIDEO SCRIPT

THE DECLARATORY ACT & THE QUARTERING ACT

1. The Declaration of Independence, written in 1776, outlined the colonists’ complaints
against the king of England and their desire to be free and independent. This document
played an important role in the American colonies becoming the United States of
America.

2. How did this happen? What caused the colonists to write the Declaration of
Independence? In this video series, we will explore key events that took place from
1754-1776 and how these events led to the writing of the Declaration of Independence.

3. After watching this video, you will be able to:
◆ Summarize the events that led to the writing of the Declaration of Independence

Let’s get started.

4. For more than 150 years, the colonists lived peacefully under English rule. It wasn’t until
the mid 1700s that the relationship between the colonists, the English Parliament, and
King George III changed and became strained. Some key events occurred that created
this difficult relationship.

5. In another video, we learned how the American colonists reacted to the taxing policies
of the Stamp Act. You’ll remember that the colonists sent England a petition of their
grievances in response to the Stamp Act.

6. We last ended with Parliament repealing the Stamp Act. However, Parliament followed
up by passing the Declaratory Act, which stated that the British Parliament’s authority
extended to the colonies, and it had the power to make laws that applied to the colonists
since they were British subjects.

7. The colonists didn’t really acknowledge the Declaratory Act, and instead celebrated the
repeal of the Stamp Act. The colonists did acknowledge that they were loyal British
subjects, but also recognized that the ability of England to tax them without giving them
representation in Parliament was disgraceful.

8. Another act that was passed while the colonists were still protesting the Stamp Act was
the Quartering Act. Parliament ordered colonial legislatures to force colonists to house
and feed English soldiers.

9. The colonists viewed the Quartering Act as unjust for two reasons. First, the Quartering
Act was a large financial cost to the colonists, who had to feed and house a growing
number of soldiers. Secondly, the Quartering Act basically allowed standing armies in
times of peace. This was a grave concern to the colonists because they feared the act
was a potential source of abusive force, and the troops were there to control their
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freedom. This was so impactful that it would later be forbidden by the Third Amendment
to our Bill of Rights!
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